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Request for Additional DoD/VA Asthma CPG Extender Codes

1.  The Department of Defense (DoD)/Veterans Health Administration (VA) Executive Council approved metrics selection for monitoring the quality of care provided patients with asthma within the DoD and VA in September 1999.  These metrics were developed to determine the impact of the implementation of the DoD/VA Asthma Clinical Practice Guideline (CPG) within the DoD and VA healthcare systems.  The Uniform Biostatisitical Utility (UBU) accepted asthma extender codes in 2000 for International Classification of Disease (ICD-9-CM) for the ICD-9-CM codes listed below to facilitate patient outcome monitoring.

· 493.00 (Extrinsic asthma, without mention of status asthmaticus or acute exacerbation or unspecified)

· 493.01 (Extrinsic asthma, with status asthmaticus)

· 493.10 (Intrinsic asthma, without mention of status asthmaticus or acute exacerbation or unspecified)

· 493.11 (Intrinsic asthma, with status asthmaticus)

The extender codes approved were the following.

· 493. _ _x1 Mild Intermittent

· 493. _ _x2 Mild Persistent

· 493. _ _x3 Moderate Persistent

· 493. _ _x4 Severe Persistent

2.  It has now come to our attention that several International Classification of Disease (ICD-9-CM) codes for asthma did not have the extender codes added.  To facilitate data collection and review process for all patients diagnosed with asthma we request that extender codes be allocated to the following ICD-9-CM codes.

· 493.02 (Extrinsic asthma, with acute exacerbation)

· 493.12 (Intrinsic asthma, with acute exacerbation)

· 493.20 (Chronic obstructive asthma, without mention of status asthmaticus or acute exacerbation or unspecified)

· 493.21 (Chronic obstructive asthma, with status asthmaticus)

· 493.22 (Chronic obstructive asthma, with acute exacerbation)

· 493.90 (Asthma unspecified, without mention of status asthmaticus or acute exacerbation or unspecified)

· 493.91 (Asthma unspecified, with status asthmaticus)

· 493.92 (Asthma unspecified, with acute exacerbation)

3.  Thank you for your assistance identifying this issue.  We appreciate your attention to this matter and appreciate your support.  Our point of contact is LTC Geralyn Cherry, (210) 221-8971.

COL Stacey Young-McCaughan

___________________________________________________________________________

Stacey Young-McCaughan RN, PhD, Colonel, U. S. Army Nurse Corps

Chief, Outcomes Management

address: USAMEDCOM, Quality Management, 2050 Worth Road, Suite 26, Fort Sam Houston, TX 78234-6026

email:  stacey.young-mccaughan@cen.amedd.army.mil

phone: (210) 221-8297, DSN 471

facsimile:  (210) 221-8478
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