Modifier Grid

	Example Number
	Right Side?
	Left Side?
	Same Operative Session?
	Same Doctor?
	Repeat Procedure Same Day?
	Code
	Service Units

	1
	Y
	
	
	
	
	XXXXXRT
	1

	2
	
	Y
	
	
	
	XXXXXLT
	1

	3
	Y
	Y
	Y
	
	
	XXXXX50
	1

	4
	Y
	Y
	N
	
	
	XXXXXRT

XXXXXLT
	1

	5
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y, right side only*
	XXXXX50 XXXXXRT76
	1

1

	6
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y right side only*
	XXXXX50

XXXXXRT77
	1

1

	7
	Y
	
	
	Y
	Y right side only*
	XXXXXRT

XXXXX76
	1

1

	8
	Y
	
	
	N
	Y, right side only*
	XXXXXRT

XXXXX77
	1

1


NOTE: Examples 4-8 above reflect very rare circumstances and will not be encountered often.  Also, the use of modifier 50(bilateral) or “RT” and “LT” as described in the grid above only applies to CPT codes where bilateralism is not already inherent in the CPT code description.

Hospital Observation Services
	LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 

(CALENDAR DAYS OR DATES)


	DAY OF SERVICE

	E&M OBSERVATION CODE

	
	Low
	Medium
	High

	Initial Observation Care

	Day 1
	99218
	99219
	99220

	Observation Care Discharge Services - services provided over a period of 2 calendar days (two dates) with release on Day 2

	Day 2
	99217
	99217
	99217

	Observation care services provided over a period of 3 calendar days (three dates) with release on Day 3, not exceeding 48 total hours


	Day 2
	99499
	99499
	99499

	Observation care services provided over a period of 3 calendar days (three dates) with release on Day 3, not exceeding 48 total hours


	Day 3
	99217
	99217
	99217


