ARMY ABORTION CODING

1.  SCENARIO:   SPONTANEOUS abortion coding  (ICD code = 634)

        a.  Condition occurs in large numbers annually (5266 cases in the AMEDD FY 2002)

        b.  Usually this coding is fairly accurate and is frequently accompanied by a procedure, usually D&C, if the spontaneous abortion is incomplete.

2.  SCENARIO:   LEGALLY INDUCED ABORTION (ICD code = 635x0 or 635x1 )

        a.  This code ( within DoD ) has been subdivided into parts via an extender code   --  635x0 = elective abortion while 635x1 = therapeutic abortion.            

         b.  The elective abortion procedure is NOT authorized within DoD MTFs.

         c.  To preclude any misreporting of this procedure due to poor coding we have had these records flagged for review during the initial data processing.

         d.  Annually there are many mistakes made in the use of this code.  Casual reporting of this would most likely lead to an instantaneous review by USAAA at a minimum.

         e.  There are no more than 4 to 6 of these procedures legitimately done annually. so much review is required  to ensure this is reported accurately.

         f.   During FY 2002 there were a total of 214 of these codes reported from the MTF initially, while 2 were determined to be therapeutic abortions and thereby reported to TMA and then on to Congress.
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